Adults use cultural markers to discern the structure of the social landscape. Such markers may also influence the social preferences of young children, who tend to conform to their own group and prefer others who do so. However, the forces that propel these preferences are unknown. Here, we use social preferences based on music to investigate these forces in four-and five-year-old children. First, we establish that children prefer other children whose favorite songs are familiar to them. Then we show that this effect depends on shared knowledge: children both prefer others who know songs they themselves know, and avoid others who know songs they do not know, irrespective of the target children's liking of the songs. These results suggest that young children have a remarkably selective sensitivity to shared cultural knowledge. Shared knowledge may be a powerful determinant of children's social preferences, both because it underpins effective communication and because it is conveyed by others through social interactions and therefore can serve as a marker of social group identity.
Introduction
The human social world is remarkably complex and varied: diverse factors, including race, gender, political affiliation, and preferences for sports teams, modulate people's social choices and social interactions. Even human infants show social preferences and make social choices based on some of these attributes, but the sources of their preferences and choices are obscure and subject to debate. Do young children's social preferences reflect their sensitivity to specific markers of other people's appropriateness as social partners, or are they mediated by more general psychological factors, such as preferences for those who are familiar or globally similar to the self? In the experiments presented below, we begin to address this question by investigating young children's social preferences based on music.
Some of the social preferences that are prominent in adulthood are already present in early childhood. For example, children aged 2-5 years tend to prefer individuals of their own gender, race, and age (Aboud, 1988; Alexander & Hines, 1994; French, 1987; Kircher & Furby, 1971; Kowalski & Lo, 2001; Martin, Fabes, Evans, & Wyman, 1999) , as well as individuals who speak in their native language and accent (Kinzler, Dupoux, & Spelke, 2007) . When pitted against each other, accent overrides race, suggesting that, from very early on, some cues are privileged over others in guiding social preferences (Kinzler, Shutts, DeJesus, & Spelke, 2009 ). Finally, children prefer others who act prosocially and fairly over those who do not (Heyman & Gelman, 1998; Ng, Heyman, & Barner, 2011) .
Sensitivity to some of these factors emerges in infancy. Infants preferentially attend to people who speak their native language with a native accent as opposed to those who speak in a foreign language or accent (Kinzler et al., 2007) , to people who speak in an infant-directed style as opposed to adult-directed style (Schachner & Hannon, 2011) , to faces of a familiar race and the gender of their most frequent caregivers as opposed to faces of less familiar races or genders (Bar-Haim, Ziv, Lamy, & Hodes, 2006; Kelly et al., 2005; Quinn, Yahr, Kuhn, Slater, & Pascalis, 2002) , and to characters who act prosocially over those who act antisocially (Hamlin, Wynn, & Bloom, 2010) . Thus, infants and young children are sensitive to attributes that will be socially important later in life.
Potential determinants of early social choices
Some of the tendencies that have been proposed to underlie children's early social preferences serve to guide preferences in nonsocial as well as social contexts. Children, like adults, may http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2015.09.017 0010-0277/Ó 2015 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
